[Quality of life and symptoms of residual damage in cerebellar tumors in children and adolescents].
At the departments of neurosurgery and pediatrics of the University Hospital of Hamburg 21 patients after neurosurgery and radiation of cerebellar tumors have been examined as to neuropsychological, neurological and ophtalmological disabilities. A standardized questionairy for the parents concerning different aspects of their children's quality of life (physical, mental, social health and functional limitations) was performed. 16 children showed minor neurological signs with no or mild disability, in 5 children severe disability was found. In 4 patients morphological changes in the eyeground, in 2 patients amblyopia was detected. 19 patients underwent a neuropsychological examination. The group of patients with medulloblastoma or ependymoma (n = 10) scored in nearly all tests below the group with astrocytoma (n = 9). 3 out of 7 patients in the medulloblastoma or ependymoma group had to abandon school, one patient needs special education. All patients with astrocytoma performed fairly well at school. Parents of patients with medulloblastoma or ependymoma classified their children's quality of life not as good as did parents of children with astrocytoma. The amount of objective disability had no influence on the parents estimation of their children's quality of life. Besides the neurological examination the neuropsychological and quality of life assessment proved to be an essential part of follow up. For a more comprehensive understanding of quality of life, qualitative assessment strategies should be included in further research.